
Model of practical skill performance 

 

 Presentation of the 

model 

 The model as a 

pedagogical tool 

 

 

 



Understanding of practical skill 

A complex activity that comprise 

 technical and manual actions 

 communicative actions 

 collaboration with the patient 

 actions adapted to the situation 

 actions adapted to the patient 

 integrated communicative, technical and 

manual actions 

 

 



Development of the model 

The modell is developped during PhD work  

(Bjørk 1999) 

 as a normative model of practical skill performance 

 as a  tool for the analysis of practical skill 

 

An instrumental supplement to the model was  

developed by the group Research in Nursing  

Skills (RiNS) in support of teaching and learning  



The categories in the model 
 

 Substance  

 Sequence 

 Accuracy 

 Fluency 

 Integration 

 Caring comportment 



Characteristics of the model 

 The categories are not 
elements in a hierarchy 

 The categories are part 
of a whole, symbolised 
by the stipled lines 

 The model is normative 
in the meaning that all 
categories are 
integrated in a good 
performance 



Substance and sequence 



Accuracy 



Fluency 



Integration 



Caring comportment 



How can the model be used  

 Tool for analysis in research 

 Pedagogical tool in teaching, supervision, 

reflection and formative assessment 

 Theoretical element in curriculum plans  

 

 



In what areas should it be used  

 The model is developed for practical skill 

performance in nursing, but is relevant for all 

practical skills that involve patients 

 Does not encompass other clinical skills such 

i.e. communication, teaching, administration 

or documentation 

 



The model as a pedagogical tool can 

be used 

 in supervision before, during and after learning 

situations  

 in formative assessment of the students practical 

skill performance 

 in reflection and self-assessment 

 in analysis of practical nursing situations  

 

 



What can the model add in supervision? 

 Common language 

 Highlights quality in practical nursing 

 Highlights the complexity of practical skills 

 Focus on professionalismin actions, not the person 

 Informs specific practice of single categories in skill 
learning 

 Supports progression in the learning process 

 Stimulates the transfer of  structure in learning between 
different practical skills 

 Transparency in skills assessment 

 Increases professional awareness in the practice of 
practical skills  

 



References and further elaboration 

 

www.rins.dk  

http://www.rins.dk/
http://www.rins.dk/

